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Thales and StandardAero unlock a new level of safety 

with StableLight, the new 4-axis autopilot system 

 

 Thales and StandardAero are thrilled to announce that the StableLight™ autopilot was 

granted a Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) from the US Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA). 

 This true 4-axis autopilot system is now available for retrofit on Airbus Helicopters AS350 

and H125 platforms. 

 This system significantly reduces pilot workload, improves mission capability and can help 

reduce risk in critical flight phases. 

 

©StandardAero 

 

Based on Thales’ Compact Autopilot System, derived from their previously certified transport 

category autopilot, StableLight is a robust, feature-packed autopilot in a compact, lightweight 

package that is perfectly suited for light rotorcraft.  The system transforms the flight control 

experience of the helicopter with transparent stability augmentation that works precisely and 

without feedback to the control sticks.  The addition of the stabilized climb flight attitude 

recovery, auto hover, and a wide range of other sophisticated features results in a system that 

drastically decreases pilot workload, enhances mission capability, and can help to reduce risks 

in critical flight phases and adverse conditions such as IIMC - (Inadvertent entry into Instrument 

Meteorological Conditions). 

 

https://standardaero.com/avionics/autopilot/
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/global/activities/aerospace/helicopter-compact-autopilot
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“Tailoring the most advanced technologies to offer safety and trust to our clients is at the very heart 

of Thales’ DNA. Combining Thales’ advanced capabilities with StandardAero's extensive 

knowledge allows us to draw upon a wealth of industry experience and deliver the autopilot solution 

that pilots have long aspired to.” Tristan Grivel, Vice President Business Development and 

Sales for Thales’s flight avionics business 

 “We are excited to bring this state-of-the-art autopilot to market in partnership with Thales. The 

features offered by StableLight will be a major game changer for pilots and operators alike – it 

provides unparalleled performance, taking the already capable AS350 and H125 aircraft to the 

next level.  Today’s announcement of the certification of StableLight paves the way for a safety 

revolution for light helicopters.”  Marc Drobny, President of StandardAero’s Military, Helicopter 

and Energy Sector 

Pilots representing numerous operators and industry experts were able to test fly the pre-

certified system over the last year and were extremely encouraged by the system’s 

performance and contribution to safety. Many commented on the system’s impressive 

capabilities and noted its potential to assist in a wide variety of missions.   

Based on the high level of customer interest to date, Thales and StandardAero are spooling 

up to meet the demand for kit deliveries, with the first kits reserved for the VIP launch customer 

MacNeil Aviation LLC.  

Both EASA and Transport Canada validations of the STC are being applied for subsequently.  

Click here to view the StableLight Autopilot in action.  

About Thales  

Thales (Euronext Paris: HO) is a global leader in advanced technologies within three 

domains: Defence & Security, Aeronautics & Space, and Digital Identity & Security. It 

develops products and solutions that help make the world safer, greener and more 

inclusive. 

The Group invests close to €4 billion a year in Research & Development, particularly in 

key areas such as quantum technologies, Edge computing, 6G and cybersecurity. 

Thales has 77,000 employees in 68 countries. In 2022, the Group generated sales of €17.6 
billion.  
 
For more information about Thales, go to www.thalesgroup.com. 
 

About StandardAero 
 
StandardAero is one of the world’s largest independent providers of services including 
engine and airframe maintenance, repair and overhaul, engine component repair, 
engineering services, interior completions and paint applications. StandardAero serves a 
diverse array of customers in business and general aviation, airline, military, helicopter, 
components and energy markets. StandardAero is owned by global investment firm 
Carlyle. 
 
For more information about StandardAero, go to www.standardaero.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=WHHdaWUDe5k&t=103s
http://www.thalesgroup.com/
http://www.standardaero.com/


 
PRESS RELEASE 
20 November 2023 

Meudon / Scottsdale 
 

 

GROUP COMMUNICATIONS – Thales - Tour Carpe Diem - 31 Place des Corolles - 92098 Paris La Défense 
Cedex - France – Tel.: +33(0)1 57 77 86 26 - www.thalesgroup.com 

 

  

{OPEN} 

 

PRESS CONTACTS  
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+33 (0)7 70 27 11 37 
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Thales, Media Relations  

Civil & Defense Aeronautics  

Chrystelle Dugimont 

+33 (0)6 25 15 72 93 

chrystelle.dugimont@thalesgroup.com 

 

Thales USA, Media Relations  
Matthew Cox  
matthew.cox@thalesgroup.com 

StandardAero, Media Relations 

SVP, Marketing & Communications 
Kyle Hultquist 

+1.480.377.3192 
kyle.hultquist@standardaero.com 
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